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CSO Italy - who we are 
Founded in 1998, is a private company which supplies  
services to its associates in order to increase their 
competitiveness in the global fruit & vegetable sector. 

It is an unique reality in Italy, and joins almost 70 members all 
over the national territory, belonging both to the producing 
sector and the supply chain. Thanks to which it holds a solid 
representing position in the sector.  

 

CSO Italy’s activities are spread on four operative fields: 
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Statistics and 
Trade & 
Market 
Survey 

Legal and 
Certification 
System 
Survey 

Marketing and 
Communication 

Internationalization 
and Supply Chain 



THE CONTEXT 

Å Today, the market access is an absolute priority, 
from which it can not be ruled out. 

The progressive elimination of customs tariffs is 
being followed by a parallel increase on 
phytosanitary barriers which mask real market 
barriers. 

Decrease of 
European 

consumption 
on fruits and 
vegetables 

Russian 
Embargo 

VS 
Increase 

of EU 
production 

+ 
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MAIN FEATURES ON FRESH PRODUCTS 
MARKET ACCESS NEGOTIATIONS 

Negotiations are complex and require long time 
  

No Reciprocity 
 

European Union is not still perceived as a single entity 
  

Necessity to trade in a bilateral way (Member State ς Third 
Countries), for any single product and, sometimes, for any 
single variety. 
 

Phytosanitary measures (SPS) have never been included in 
the Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) so far. 
 

Actually, the most recent trade agreements seem to include 
SPS measures as well (i.e. FTA with Japan) 
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Procedures are based on Pest Risk Assessment (PRA) 
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P O 
EU: 

PERMISSIVE 
APPROACH 

All that is not expressly 
forbidden  

is permitted 

THIRD COUNTRY: 
RESTRICTIVE 
APPROACH 

All that is not expressly 
permitted  

is forbidden 

Import: open system vs. closed system  

Very complex requirements and opaque procedure 
 implementation  
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WHAT ARE THE MAIN 
ASIATIC COUNTRIES WE 

ARE WORKING ON? 
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KIWIFRUIT: Italian experiences in the Chinese market 
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Source: CSO Italy’s elaboration on ISTAT datas 
*partial  data  related to October ς Dicember 2016 

Exports’ trend 
The protocol was signed in 2009 after more than 10 years of negotiations. 
Italian kiwi was the first European fresh product to get into the Chinese market. 
In the 2015/2016 campaign, the protocol was extended to 4 other Italian 
regions (Friuli Venezia Giulia, Abruzzo, Basilicata and Calabria), together with the 
other 4 pioneers (Piedmont, Veneto, Emilia Romagna and Lazio). 
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Citrus fruit: the signed protocol 
 
After 8 years of negotiations, in mid February 2017, the 
Chinese authorities (AQSIQ) and the Italian Ministry of 
Agriculture (MIPAAF) defined the agreement to export Italian 
fresh citrus fruits to the People's Republic of China. 
The protocol is valid for all the  
different kind of citrus  
(ƻǊŀƴƎŜǎΣ ƳŀƴŘŀǊƛƴǎΣ ƭŜƳƻƴǎΧύ 
 
We wish that the export  
agreement will be effective  
before the upcoming  
citrus campaign. 
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The next step: Italian apples & pears 
 
Considering that the citrus dossier has just been finalized, we wish 
that our proposal to consider apples  
and pears together will be accepted.  
They can be treated in the same way  
because both products share problems 
and processes. 
 
Apples and Pears dossiers have been  
forwarded several times  
to the competent Chinese authorities. 
In March 2015, an official  
communication was send by 
IT Ministry of Agriculture  to  
Chinese authorities asking for a  
negotiations start to export  
IT apples and pears to the Chinese market 



Moro Tarocco Sanguinello 
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Oranges Protocol is valid only for 3 varieties:  
Moro, Sanguinello and Tarocco 
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Kiwi Protocol is «work in progress» 
 
There is still no evidence  
to demonstrate  
the cold treatment efficacy 
against  
Ceratitis Capitata. 
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We are working on several dossiers and a priority list 
has been sent due to a Vietnamese authoritiesΩ 
request   

1) Apples  
Conditions 
are under  
discussion 

2) Kiwi 3) Pears 
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Exporting green and yellow kiwi is possible  
 

 

Source: CSO ITALY’s elaboration on ISTAT datas: 
*partial data related to October ς Dicember 2016 

Apples’ dossier: under negotiation 



Exporting is possible for:   
 

Apples, Pears, 

  

Kiwi, Citrus fruits,  
 

Table Grapes,  
 

Stone fruits 

 

 

Presence of trade problems 
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Logistics e transports 

? 
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ÅTimes are changing: today the Public Institutions 

show a higher reactivity and attention to the fruit 
& vegetable protocols/dossiersΧ.Even if it is not 
enough 

 
 

ÅEU must be perceived as single entity, over the 
world 

 
 

ÅάIt is time of coordination" at European level to 
negotiate the same export conditions for the 
different EU Member States, especially when a 
Third Country wants to negotiate with an 
individual Member State, to gain power in 
negotiation. 

 

ÅTransparency 
 

ÅReciprocity 



Simona Rubbi 
CSO Italy 
Centro Servizi Ortofrutticoli 

Thanks for the attention 

facebook/CSOservizi  

www.csoservizi.com 

CSOservizi  


